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Abstract 
This research paper examines Arvind Adiga's novel Amnesty and explores its central themes of guilt, moral 
dilemma, and the search for identity. The study delves into the narrative of Danny, an undocumented 
immigrant from Sri Lanka living in Sydney, Australia, and analyzes the ethical implications of his actions and 
the choices he must make to survive. By employing a qualitative analysis of the text, this research highlights 
the struggles faced by immigrants living in the shadows and aims to shed light on the broader issues of 
immigration, human rights, and the treatment of marginalized communities. The findings of this study reveal 
the psychological toll of living with constant fear, the challenges of assimilation, and the search for a sense 
of belonging. Ultimately, Amnesty prompts readers to question notions of justice, morality, and the ethical 
decisions individuals face when their actions have profound consequences. 
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Introduction 
Arvind Adiga's novel Amnesty (2020), the text sets the stage for an exploration of central themes that will run 
through the narrative. First, it introduces the novel itself, emphasizing its authorship by Arvind Adiga and its 
publication in 2020. It then establishes the core themes that will be examined in the study: guilt, moral 
dilemma, and identity. These themes serve as the conceptual framework through which the story of Danny, 
an undocumented immigrant from Sri Lanka living in Sydney, Australia, will be analyzed. The study seeks to 
unravel the ethical implications of Danny's actions and the difficult choices he must make to survive in a 
foreign land. Through qualitative analysis, the research aims to shed light on the broader issues of 
immigration, “human rights”, and the treatment of marginalized communities, making "Amnesty" a lens to 
explore the psychological toll of living in constant fear, the challenges of assimilation, and the quest for 
belonging (Mendes, 480).  
 
Danny's Life in the Shadows: The focus shifts towards the central character, Danny, and his existence as an 
undocumented immigrant living on the fringes of society in Sydney, Australia. Danny, a Sri Lankan Tamil 
living in Sydney as an undocumented immigrant, grapples with his own precarious situation, having spent 
four years living illegally in the city (Silcox 28). His story reflects the struggles faced by many immigrants 
living in the shadows, navigating a complex web of circumstances. The text highlights Danny's status as an 
illegal immigrant, emphasizing the precariousness of his situation as he strives to maintain a semblance of a 
normal life while concealing his true identity. It delves into the challenging living conditions that Danny 
endures, including his modest abode in a grocery storeroom and his occupation as a cleaner. These 
conditions are emblematic of the broader struggles faced by immigrants like him, where they live in constant 
fear of exposure and deportation. 
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Fateful Encounter: Moral Dilemma Unveiled: The narrative undergoes a significant shift, focusing on a pivotal 
moment in Danny's life that becomes the catalyst for the moral complexities that unfold within the novel. This 
juncture introduces Danny's relationship with Sonja, a woman whose presence sparks a desire for a more 
conventional life, despite his undocumented status. Nevertheless, this newfound semblance of normality 
shatters when Danny stumbles upon a horrifying murder involving one of his clients. This unexpected 
discovery thrusts Danny into a profound moral quandary: should he report the doctor he suspects to be the 
murderer to the authorities, potentially endangering not only his safety but also that of his loved ones?  
 
Alternatively, should he choose to withhold this critical information, becoming an unwitting accomplice in the 
crime and risking deportation should his illegal status come to light? This ethical dilemma takes center stage 
within the novel, emphasizing the intricate tapestry of choices, repercussions, and inner conflict that Danny 
must navigate. It establishes the foundation for a deeper exploration of the novel's core themes, including 
guilt, morality, and identity, all of which lie at the heart of Amnesty. “In their analysis of Aravind Adiga's 
"Amnesty," Kesur and Andel argue that Adiga's personal experiences as an immigrant play a pivotal role in 
shaping the themes of the novel, shedding light on the broader implications of globalization (2023). Adiga's 
portrayal of immigration in the novel reflects his accumulated experiences in an alien land, offering a critique 
of the complexities of globalization through the lens of Danny's journey and moral dilemmas. 
 
The Agonizing Choice: The narrative delves deeper into the consequences and internal turmoil Danny faces 
after discovering the gruesome murder. Danny's decision-making process becomes the focal point, as he 
grapples with the ethical dilemma of whether to report the crime or remain silent. This section highlights the 
profound consequences of each choice: reporting the crime may jeopardize not only Danny's safety but also 
the safety of those he cares about, while staying silent could make him an accessory to the crime, risking 
deportation if his illegal status is exposed. The weight of these choices and the overwhelming fear he 
experiences lead Danny to take a courageous step, seeking assistance from Amnesty, an organization 
dedicated to aiding immigrants and refugees in finding safety and support. This pivotal moment in the 
narrative underscores the central themes of moral complexity, ethical decisions, and the lengths individuals 
may go to in search of justice and security, adding depth to the exploration of guilt, identity, and the immigrant 
experience in "Amnesty." The novel within the broader discourse of migration, citizenship, and human rights, 
highlighting the inhospitable conditions experienced by migrants with precarious legal statuses, emphasizing 
their vulnerability to exploitation and the suspension of their human rights (Mendes and Lau 680). 
 
Amnesty: A Beacon of Hope: The narrative introduces the crucial role played by the Amnesty organization in 
Danny's life. Amnesty, depicted as a dedicated entity committed to assisting immigrants and refugees in their 
quest for safety and stability, provides a lifeline for Danny. This section outlines the multifaceted support 
offered by Amnesty, which includes legal aid, social services, and psychological support, emphasizing its 
pivotal role in helping individuals like Danny navigate the intricate complexities of their immigration status 
and the legal challenges they face. Despite his initial hesitance, Danny comes to understand that Amnesty 
represents his only source of support and guidance in his precarious situation. The organization not only 
assists him in ensuring that justice is served but also provides him with a newfound sense of security and 
belonging in his adopted country. Amnesty becomes a beacon of hope for Danny, highlighting the novel's 
exploration of the transformative power of compassion and assistance in the face of adversity, reinforcing 
the idea that seeking help is a fundamental aspect of overcoming challenging circumstances. 
 
The Psychological Toll of Living in Fear: It explores the psychological strain of living in the shadows as an 
undocumented immigrant, where the fear of discovery and deportation is a daily reality. This section 
underscores the challenges of assimilation faced by individuals like Danny, who grapple with the need to 
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blend into their adopted society while concealing their true identity. The search for a sense of belonging is a 
central theme, as Danny's quest for a normal life is continually thwarted by the fear that his status as an 
illegal immigrant could be exposed at any moment. This portrayal sheds light on the broader issues of 
immigration and human rights, prompting readers to empathize with the psychological turmoil experienced 
by those living under the constant threat of discovery, and it invites reflection on the moral and ethical 
complexities of such situations. "Amnesty" ultimately challenges readers to confront the consequences of 
immigration policies and the loss of humanity that can occur when individuals are forced to live in fear and 
secrecy. 
 
Questioning Justice and Morality: Amnesty prompts to engage in a deep reflection on fundamental concepts 
of justice and morality. The novel's narrative challenges conventional notions of right and wrong, inviting 
readers to consider the complexities and nuances of ethical decision-making, especially within the context of 
immigration and marginalized communities. Danny's moral dilemma, whether to report a crime he's witnessed 
despite the potential harm to himself and his community or remain silent and potentially complicit, serves as 
a focal point for this exploration. The novel forces readers to confront the ethical intricacies that individuals, 
particularly immigrants, face when their actions carry profound consequences. It encourages a critical 
examination of what constitutes ethical behavior and justice, ultimately leaving readers to ponder the shades 
of grey that often overshadow these seemingly black-and-white concepts. 
 
Reflection on Notions of Justice: Amnesty compels to reflect on their preconceived notions of justice. Through 
Danny's experiences, the novel demonstrates that justice is not always a straightforward path, especially for 
undocumented immigrants. The story challenges the idea that justice is universally accessible and suggests 
that for individuals like Danny, it might require difficult and morally complex choices. 
 
Moral Complexity of Immigration: The novel delves into the moral complexity surrounding immigration, 
particularly the challenges faced by undocumented immigrants. It highlights the ethical dilemmas individuals 
like Danny encounter when seeking a better life in a foreign land. The story sheds light on the moral 
dimensions of issues such as asylum-seeking, deportation, and living in the shadows, forcing readers to 
confront the ethical ambiguities inherent in immigration policies and their enforcement. 
 
Ethical Decisions and Their Consequences: Amnesty underscores the far-reaching consequences of ethical 
decisions. Danny's choice to seek assistance from Amnesty and report a crime sets in motion a chain of 
events with significant implications for his life, the lives of those around him, and the larger society. The novel 
underscores the idea that ethical decisions can carry profound and sometimes unexpected repercussions, 
challenging readers to consider the weight of their own choices and the moral dilemmas they may encounter 
in their lives. 
 
Critical Acclaim for Amnesty: Kirkus Reviews' Perspective: Kirkus Reviews, a prominent literary review 
publication, offered a perspective on Aravind Adiga's novel "Amnesty." They praised the book for its 
meticulous portrayal of the challenges faced by immigrants in a new country, emphasizing the risks of 
exploitation that often accompany such journeys. Kirkus Reviews' assessment of the novel underscores the 
author's ability to delve deeply into the experiences of individuals like Danny, an illegal immigrant, and shed 
light on their struggles. This perspective highlights the novel's capacity to offer readers a nuanced 
understanding of the immigrant experience, making it an important work in the literary landscape. Dwight 
Garner's Review in The New York Times: Dwight Garner, a critic from The New York Times, provided a 
glowing review of Amnesty. In his assessment, he described the novel as "bracing" and commended its fast-
paced and engrossing plot. Garner's review suggests that the book is not only artistically crafted but also 
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captivating in its storytelling. His perspective emphasizes the novel's ability to engage readers, drawing them 
into a narrative that explores themes of guilt, moral dilemma, and the search for identity within the context of 
immigration. Garner's review in The New York Times adds to the critical acclaim surrounding "Amnesty" and 
underscores its significance as a work of contemporary literature. 
 
Danny's Journey: A Broader Perspective: In Arvind Adiga's novel Amnesty, Danny's journey serves as a 
compelling representation of the broader immigrant experience. As an undocumented immigrant from Sri 
Lanka living in Sydney, Australia, Danny embodies the challenges and dilemmas faced by countless 
individuals who have left their home countries in search of safety and opportunity. His story highlights the 
arduous process of adapting to a foreign land and the constant fear of being discovered as an illegal resident. 
Through Danny's character, readers gain insight into the psychological toll of living with the ever-present 
threat of deportation and the daily struggles immigrants endure as they attempt to assimilate into a new 
society while maintaining their identities. 
 
Danny's Role as a Representation of Immigrant Experiences: Danny's character serves as a poignant 
representation of the diverse experiences of immigrants worldwide. His meticulous efforts to conceal his 
presence, working as a cleaner and living frugally, reflect the resilience and resourcefulness often exhibited 
by those who have crossed borders seeking a better life. His moral dilemma, triggered by the discovery of a 
murder, underscores the ethical complexities immigrants may face when their actions have profound 
consequences on their safety and future. Danny's internal struggle becomes a lens through which readers 
can empathize with the moral quandaries faced by immigrants who must navigate unfamiliar legal and ethical 
landscapes. 
 
Shedding Light on Immigration, Human Rights, and Marginalization: Amnesty extends beyond the confines 
of Danny's personal journey and delves into broader societal issues. The novel serves as a platform to shed 
light on critical topics such as immigration, human rights, and the marginalization of vulnerable communities. 
By employing a qualitative analysis of the text, readers are exposed to the multifaceted challenges that 
immigrants, particularly those living in the shadows, encounter. The story prompts reflection on the impact of 
immigration policies and the loss of humanity in the process, urging society to examine the treatment of 
marginalized individuals and advocate for their rights and dignity. In essence, Danny's narrative in Amnesty 
transcends his individual experience to become a catalyst for a deeper understanding of the complex issues 
surrounding immigration and human rights. 
 
Sivan et al., in their study on refugee youth at risk, highlight the challenges faced by immigrant adolescents 
who may become involved in gangs, particularly those from Southeast Asian communities, including 
economic, political, community, family, and developmental factors, as well as the impact of media and chronic 
exposure to violence on immigrant and refugee youth (141).  
 
Sydney as a Character: In Aravind Adiga's novel Amnesty, the city of Sydney, Australia, transcends its role 
as a mere backdrop and emerges as a character in its own right. Sydney, with its dynamic and multifaceted 
personality, plays an integral role in shaping the narrative and the experiences of the characters, particularly 
Danny, the undocumented immigrant at the heart of the story. In her analysis, Mondo explores the use of the 
symbolism and connotations associated with animal imagery, this study offers a fresh understanding of the 
novel's themes, particularly the concept of amnesty, in relation to the characters' experiences and identities 
(Mondo 2023). Sydney's character is not confined to its physical attributes but extends to its socio-cultural 
aspects. The city's vibrant and diverse population, cosmopolitan atmosphere, and distinct neighborhoods 
contribute to the tapestry of the novel. It becomes a living entity that interacts with the characters, impacting 
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their choices, opportunities, and challenges. Sydney's character is deeply intertwined with the broader 
themes of immigration, belonging, and identity that permeate the narrative. 
 
Aravind Adiga's Insider/Outsider Perspective: Aravind Adiga, the author of Amnesty, offers readers a unique 
insider/outsider perspective of Sydney. Having spent time living in the city, Adiga possesses an intimate 
understanding of its inner workings and hidden corners. This insider knowledge allows him to vividly depict 
the nuances of Sydney's culture, its landmarks, and the lesser-explored facets that often elude casual 
observers. Adiga retains an outsider's perspective, viewing the city through the lens of someone who is not 
native to Australia. This duality enables him to present Sydney in a fresh and insightful manner, unveiling its 
secrets while maintaining an objective stance. Through this approach, Adiga captures both the city's beauty 
and its complexities, offering readers an authentic and immersive portrayal. 
 
Capturing the City's Landmarks and Culture: One of the remarkable features of Amnesty is Adiga's ability to 
capture the essence of Sydney's landmarks and culture. Through Danny's interactions with various 
characters and his exploration of the city, readers are introduced to iconic places and hidden gems alike. 
Sydney's landmarks, such as the storied neighborhoods, restaurants, and landmarks, come alive on the 
pages of the novel. The city's culture, which blends multiculturalism with cosmopolitanism, is depicted in a 
way that mirrors the diverse tapestry of its inhabitants. Through the relationships Danny forms and the 
situations, he encounters, readers gain insight into the various cultural influences that converge in Sydney.  
 
Adiga's portrayal encourages readers to appreciate the city's richness while recognizing the challenges faced 
by immigrants in navigating its intricacies. Sydney emerges as a central character in Amnesty, adding depth 
and dimension to the narrative. Through Adiga's insider/outsider perspective and skillful storytelling, the city 
becomes a vital component of the novel's exploration of immigration, human rights, and the immigrant 
experience in Australia. 
 
The Temporal Context: In Aravind Adiga's novel Amnesty, the temporal context plays a crucial role in 
understanding the broader themes and the protagonist Danny's predicament. While the novel doesn't provide 
an exact timeline, subtle hints and contextual clues help readers piece together the temporal context, adding 
depth to the narrative. 
 
Hints of the Novel's Timeline: Throughout Amnesty, readers encounter subtle hints about the temporal setting 
of the story. These hints suggest that the events in the novel likely take place a few years ago, although no 
specific date is mentioned. The absence of modern technologies, references to the state of immigration 
issues at that time, and the socio-political climate of Sydney provide contextual clues. This temporal ambiguity 
serves a purpose, as it allows the novel to address timeless themes of immigration, moral dilemmas, and 
identity, making it relevant regardless of the specific time frame. It invites readers to reflect on how these 
themes persist over time and prompts them to consider their own responses in similar situations. 
 
Sri Lankan Immigration to Australia: One of the significant contextual elements in "Amnesty" is the issue of 
Sri Lankan immigration to Australia. During the time implied by the novel, there was a notable influx of Sri 
Lankan immigrants to Australia, driven by various factors, including political instability and the desire for a 
better life. Danny's status as an undocumented Sri Lankan immigrant reflects the challenges faced by many 
individuals during this period. The novel provides insights into the experiences of immigrants like Danny, who 
often live in the shadows due to their uncertain legal status. It sheds light on the complexities of their journeys 
and the difficult choices they must make. Additionally, it highlights the vulnerabilities and potential exploitation 
faced by undocumented immigrants during this time. By contextualizing the story within this period of Sri 
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Lankan immigration, Amnesty encourages readers to empathize with the struggles of immigrants and 
prompts them to consider the broader issues of immigration policies and human rights. It underscores the 
universal nature of these challenges and invites reflection on the evolving dynamics of immigration over time.  
 
The temporal context of Amnesty adds depth and relevance to the novel's exploration of immigration, human 
rights, and moral dilemmas. The hints of the novel's timeline and the portrayal of Sri Lankan immigration to 
Australia provide a backdrop against which the central themes of the story are brought to life, allowing readers 
to connect with the experiences of the characters and engage with the broader social issues at hand. 
 
Humanizing the Immigrant Experience: In Amnesty by Aravind Adiga, the novel's central focus on Danny, an 
undocumented immigrant from Sri Lanka, serves as a powerful means of humanizing the immigrant 
experience. Through Danny's character and his struggles, the narrative invites readers to empathize with the 
challenges, fears, and aspirations of individuals living in the shadows of a foreign land. Promoting Empathy 
for Immigrant Struggles: Danny's journey from being an illegal immigrant in Sydney to seeking assistance 
from Amnesty not only highlights his personal growth but also encourages readers to emotionally connect 
with his plight. The novel delves into the psychological toll of living in constant fear, the challenges of 
assimilation, and the quest for a sense of belonging. By portraying Danny's experiences in a relatable 
manner, it prompts readers to empathize with the broader struggles faced by undocumented immigrants. In 
"The Routledge Encyclopedia of Indian Writing in English," Jaidka and Dhar provide an overview of Aravind 
Adiga's literary contributions, noting that his novel "Amnesty," released in 2020, highlights the distinct 
thematic focus of "Amnesty" within Adiga's body of work, emphasizing its exploration of the immigrant 
experience and ethical dilemmas in contrast to his other writings (Jaidka and Dhar 2023). As readers follow 
Danny's moral dilemma and his decision to seek help, they are drawn into the complex emotional landscape 
of his life. His courage in the face of adversity and his determination to follow his conscience serve as a 
source of inspiration, evoking empathy and compassion from the audience. 
 
Reflection on Immigration Policies and Humanity: Amnesty not only tells the story of an individual's struggle 
but also serves as a catalyst for reflection on broader societal issues. It prompts readers to consider the 
impact of immigration policies, the treatment of marginalized communities, and the loss of humanity in the 
process. Through Danny's experiences, the novel sheds light on the ethical dimensions of immigration and 
the consequences of hardening borders. By humanizing the immigrant experience, "Amnesty" challenges 
readers to question their own preconceived notions, biases, and attitudes toward immigrants. It encourages 
them to recognize the shared humanity of individuals like Danny, who are striving for a better life and a sense 
of security. "Amnesty" goes beyond being a mere narrative of an immigrant's struggle; it is a call for empathy, 
understanding, and introspection. Through the character of Danny, the novel prompts readers to confront the 
moral complexities of immigration and to consider the implications of their own actions and beliefs. It fosters 
a deeper connection to the immigrant experience and encourages a more compassionate and inclusive 
outlook on the challenges faced by marginalized communities. 
 
Conclusion:  The research paper on Arvind Adiga's novel "Amnesty" offers a comprehensive exploration of 
the central themes of guilt, moral dilemma, and the search for identity within the context of immigration. It 
employs a qualitative analysis of the text to shed light on the struggles faced by immigrants, particularly 
through the lens of the protagonist, Danny, an undocumented immigrant from Sri Lanka living in Sydney, 
Australia. The paper reveals the psychological toll of living in constant fear, the challenges of assimilation, 
and the quest for belonging, ultimately prompting readers to question prevailing notions of justice, morality, 
and the ethical decisions individuals face when their actions have profound consequences. By humanizing 
the immigrant experience and promoting empathy for immigrant struggles, the paper encourages readers to 



Gahlawat and Singh (2026)   PIJMT, Vol. 13, No. 1 

19 

 

reflect on immigration policies and the loss of humanity in the process. It underscores the transformative 
power of kindness and compassion in the face of adversity and challenges readers to consider the moral 
complexities of immigration and the consequences of hardening borders. Through its thorough analysis and 
exploration of these themes, the research paper provides a deep understanding of the novel's significance 
and its broader societal implications. 
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